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: Mt be surprised that the au-

thor of what arguably is the most thor-
ough book-length examination of Rush
is a fanboy. Practically every male
Rush fan could be classified that way.
Besides, when the fanboy in question
is as knowledgeable and enthusiastic
as Max Mobley (a former columnist
for the long-gone Crawdaddy! rock
magazine), why complain?

The FAQ series of books — fea-
turing band history, music analysis
and other information in standalone
chapters for serious fans — is branch-
ing out to embrace more progressive
rock artists. Rush certainly deserves
this type of treatment. With so little
published about the band (except for
what drummer Neil Peart reveals in
his travelogues), Mobley attempts to
entice multiple generations of fans.
He designates 1976’s 2112, 1981°s
Moving Pictures and 2007’s Snakes &
Arrows as the band’s three “breakout”
albums. Max also uses Rush's multiple
live albums as framework for recount-
ing the band’s expansive history and
examines Rush’s ever-increasing
popularity through its career.

He gets a little too hung up on the
equipment Rush uses in the studio and
onstage. Yet overall, this is a compel-
ling read assessing all periods of the
iconic band’s career. Michael Popke



